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(1) 


ALETTER to a Member of the Houſe of Commons, &C; 
SIR, ..., ; 


RE, concern,,which ingour laſt ro me you were pleas'd to expreſs 
.'-, ,, for-thoſe. good Biſhops now under Suſpenſion for not raking the Oarhs, 
, ; and. your earneſt Enquiry after ſome Expedient to prevenc their ut- 
13:1; ter Drfticution, do: well e thar Character of Goodneſs and Ge- 
nexolity, by whichyan ace known no'leſs than by your Name, ' It is ſome comfort 
t0; ſee, thar @ Perſon'ob your macs PraQtice in the World, doth nor 
yer deſpair,” nor give: up theſe Excellent: bur Unfortunate Perſons as loſt beyond 
poſſibiliry of; recoyery, Some begin ro bewzil cheir Fall already, as a thing un- 
avoidable, ;and., qthers. may be caſting lots' for the Garments z there is nothin 
that .the Churabh of Eagland 1n general defires more than the Preſervation © 
thele, bright 4nd.ſhin; es,7 char dire& and adorn her;' and cannor think 
with any patience har they ſheuld be exringuiſhe in Diſhonour,' They have the 
Compaſſion and the Wiſhes of the People'z whiel yf rhey have not al- 
ways Kite, yer may.ſ(erve for a good Omen, and- portend ſomerhing: betrer chan 
what now appears, | Bur after all, there can be no groand of Hopes bur by a Parlia- 
ment; for the A@ has lefr no CO and we cannor expe that the Dil- 
ofe from whom ir received its mortal 


W Now Providence has fo far fayour'd their Cauſe, that a 
Parliament; is thin che Time affign'd for raking the Oarhs, end before 
che la} Serries ar ro fall upon the norman Knee rnd ir ma = 
with a Di y to find} ſome! Relic 
for, , who hare deſerv'd fo well of this Church and King- 
dom, and whoſe abſolute; Ruine cannot bur be diſhonouradle and invidious, 


I donor pretend to juſtifie their Refuſal of rakingthe Oaths ; bur wiſh with all, 
my heart they would: yet take them, and bring rheir Conſcience ro go 'alorig with 
rhe Stream of the _——_— that they would conſider what allowance is 
tro be made for the real of a Kingdom, and whether the Safery of a Peo- 

le muſt not be preferr'd to all ordinary hamane Rule. We of the Church of Eng- 
Fand have the greateſt reaſon in theWorld to wiſh this ; for we catnot but account 
ic one of the greateſt Calamiries that can befall us, ro ſe the chiefeſt and- beſt of 
our Guides divided from the major part and general Conſent of the Nation, Bur 
our AfﬀiQion will be inſupportable, 1f we muſt-ſee our ſelves deprived of ſuch 

, under whoſe Condut we have found Safery and Honour in the moft 

ifficult Times 3; and ſce.them, whom. we reverence and love as Fathers, diſgrac'd, 

and depos'd, and undone,becauſe they boggle in a kind of moot Poimr of Conſcience, 
and cannot latisfie cheir Minds about the Oaths now enjoyn'd. 

Nor can I much wonder that ſeveral of rhe Clergy have their Scruples upon 
this occaſion; for Men of Retirement and Study are not ſo quick in a Change, 
as Srateſmen, and thoſe who have the Experience and PraRice of the World. As 
thoſe who keep within doors, are not ſo ſoon ſenſible of alterarion 'of Weather, 
as thoſe who are abroad and live: in: the open Air. ' Beſides, 'the Argumenrs for 
che maintenance of our rightful Liberties and juſt Defence, and alt 'the- grounds 
of our Common and Neceflary preſervation have been'ſo miſerably abus'd, by 
reſtleſs and ſedizious Men, that they have-loſt a great deal of their Operation. 
They have been ſo often prerended wichour: reaſon, that when che real Caſe of 

<a A 2 Neceſſity, 


(44 
Neceſfity happens, many may be apr ro _ ir for Counterfeic and meer Pre- 
tc ge 3 a ſe wha have been. two often. ghus\h with (ale Manns, may nei fo 
readily: be” brought 10 arm and prepare upon & real one. a 
The Parliament therefore, that made this AQtr enjoyning theſe Oaths, route oc 
bug, ſoreſce that: ſevepalok the Clergy: mighe be. under great diffh 
093- and. upon.this Froſpce he fid rcexempr Twelvgy Per- 


the P n at 
che King's Nikcxerion.fop. a third Parc of theit Revenues” which fhews that in the 
Opinion of this very. Bagharzeve there might before Retwlers nor/ umworehty'of 
Fayayr. Bug iris. poſſible, cheyy might nor foreſeo/all: char happen'd, nov think 
that che: Rigaus. and, Severity of thas- A& ſhould in a manner wholly falt wpon 
ſuch, Penſops,, who. are the- for Merirs:as-well as Authority in our Church, 
and: char rhey. oply ſhould feelthe: Exeremiries of char Law, who hud deſery'd a- 
nother. kind, of acknowledgment and return from the Nacioh, for'ther uniperal- 
\elI'd Zeal for the Proceſiant B digion, and for the: Priviledges i an# Liberry of the 


al ” | 
y remembran ce, how. ſenfible the whole 


larious: a Confeſſion far; Proveſier Religion: anc Exg/hſb Liberties, heutd- in (@ 
Inetle 2; of tigae- coren £0: be, diſgrac'd, and depos'd;: and ruimn't under a 
Praceſtane, Government, withour any; high Crime laid to their Charge, bur 
becauſe they val withcheoip Condcierces to rake-rhe Oaths ; which tho' ? 
think. ro be uſt, and vecedſary, - yet: cahnop but: acknowledge to- have ſome Cir+ 
cumſtances, thas/ are wnuluel” 4ue> cxeracedinagyy (0  - 
It might. be; gx peed worm the Daltreranco of: this Nacion from Popery and 
Tyranny, that theſe wha, hed figed in the gap; and: diflinguii'd rhemſetves by 
the check and- ſhop. which they gave to the Progrels:of rhole ſpreading 1 
might have beea banc Ss 4 drſti & by che ' and Favour of 
the nexc Sertlement 3, but the Buine of ſuch men'under this Government will zp- 
- unaccountable, when we- conſider what Leairy ir” has we'd ro #'} ſorts of Of- 
| I 3 when we ſee tew or nope of all thoſe Perfidious Wrerches, who joyn'd in 
the Atcemps of cnſleying apd; undoing this Nation, fo much as call'd in queſtion; 
when the Proſecugors'of the: Biſhops, are noc only receiv'd tato- mercy, bur inro 
Favour. What can People; thigk, Whar can. _— » when they ſec the chief 
Champions for Proteſtanr. Religion and: Liberty co be the only Men thar- are rain'd 

y che Change? What wil] foreign Nations think of us, fine even among them 
the, Names of theſe Biſhops are! become: venerable ?. for their Reputation has 
tcach'd, as far as Provefiait Religion: does cxrend. Theſe who have” applauded 
them 
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- An&# as it cat! be. no, prejudice, «+: he Goprmen, " 

-Men : 6 706 tee je wills erp Se 

' at home' and abroad; You -haow: ab ——_— as f;: Nona —_— camive | 
any thing- more acceprable to the generality of the Kingdom; You' 
ſearce meet with any-mas, that will not wiſh: it were in his power to reſtore 
them. 1 have ſpoken with ſeveral, af yaur Houſe, and with ſore of ric 
Lords, and I find.all. well-wiſhery :,/ What chemgan/ hinder! che effeft' of fo 
univerſal an Inclinazign ?. 1, have nec ahe hongquey tocbe of1your'Bouſe 4 this 
time 3, it. yas indifferenr.tÞ me whether ic Sonkd be you" of I; nay, 1am 
berter Tarisfi'd, char you are there, ſrace 1 know: you-wilh as well! as I can 
to this matter, "and' have ;greater. —— and'credie in the Houſe 'ro wy 


(6) 
They are much miſtaken, who t the ſuſpended pended Biſhops 
heis gee we Oarhs ' bs credir. which py, 


vs time; bs [ 90 5h 
oo Ts Eg 
1 
3% wg EEE: v 
r 


Es 
yoda ful ea rho" which: Sore HEE parks 


re 2 puniſhmerir to the 
peaking, they fy .Faxher = as 


ul 


bach oc 


oreraback: and Re if mg 

Fjld . mor leave chem 
are ike £9; cantinye lo 
\ "» Gs nee diving: ; finee ie"can (earce be. Conceiv'd,, har 
ny worthy Mcn-wyll be: forward'to accept theſe Preftrments, , and thereby 
ſlut on door aint ch&i#'> Bredeceſfors , » as.-r0 Ee their recurn 
impoſſible.,, For noeyithſtaddin ation, as long as the Places, are void, 
the depriv'd arc .inia fas] 69 


of 'bein d; 
Sears el wil mr be no#/ © remedy hb Bag ae agen 


uch. X 
np ie fo genie, "ww reds? will bak ar EA eats over 


iter me 5h or People, and can dv- bue ite _. 
ro orc png , for whom hock Cler By .apd 
People have ſo cſteem.z. and rhe” they may: have legal, right y: 
ſeſſion, "and be Biſhops and. Farhers is Lav; yet as tong '#s their Predeceflors 
are in bein por in! poſſeſſion ofche-hevrts of chtir People, and look'dupon 
as depriv'd nor for any Canonical Reafons, but for their Misfortune rather 
chan cheir Faulr 4 the New-comers ean expet to be bur ſorrily belov'd,, 
will have greas difficuley! ro maintain the Peace and al, y, of, chair 
Checks, Pray ides, the, Reverſion of 'the Biſho oor to. be void cl, Pen this 
dntuleegutoanpauye very defirdble 998 ow F account, 
bh ſon. or = ſhould- become vacate” in an ordinary or thoſe, who 
ſucceed rhem Yell find it a hard rack to come op, ro nt Pap eh of their. Pre- 
rs merit and -repuearion,” and wil probibly+be leffen'd by compariſon 
ſe. chat are fore -roquiry bur when ue. will enter upon. the raine 
WAY hoſe-ro .whow: they arcitound” ſo inferjor, their reception is like ro be 
but 'very indifferent. 

Since therefore it isnor-an. impoſſible thing, while the Parliamenc firs, 70) 
reſtore the ps now under ſuſpenfi ion, and tr cat be no prejudice co 'the 
Government, ſince ie is ſo: generally wiſh'd, fo honourable, and at rhe ſame 
rime © Gfe,fince their deprivacion may ons greve Inconveniences, and 
nar che, leaſt advantage 10 the Publick}" It is'to be hop'd, that the Wiſdom. uf 
chis Pathament will find our ſome Expedient rs reftore them ro the Exerciſe 
of their Office, and che Church' rorhe Benefir of rlieir Adminiſtration, 

F INIS. 


TELE 


L: K-25 TER 
| Lon + n1Oue- of the." 4 16 

Rj4 ky & Ui - vi} 07 e | I07 £7 ©&fn ;f 
"Cov N TRY, $6. 

Oba 8: F-Rp (7 105 onal "My (197 HO081Sl kk 208 


ou A of the” P4- 


to" which Sickneſs wy, 
[for I rd or: AM 
meh - maſter © 6f my 


ef prene 'not have Tap 


n . 


Ds ar this tim. 2"! NS. ext at! 
"As to Ep ern 
That a to"the AK ITE as 
muſt roy as It fare 'Von 'W yi Pio 
any thing that FN —_— yu Hts 
for whom i bave lo partjcil: 


ſelf-cat At meth have 

Expedient* fou out "to 

figour of that "Law," to" "hep ality {6 

themfelves, © And altho f'fill -contifiine 5a) ir 

ments, yet I catinot fay T approve'of the Methods of 
ſed ; 
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And iy the mean time we will endeavour 10 preſerve Pract» 
taking cart” 16: diſarns' all :Papiſts,9 is 0) 101110 
_.- Aud ifthere be any. thing. mare tv be performed by\us, for 
prometing 1 bis . Highneſs generous tateutions 'for the: publict 
Good, we ſhall be ready: ta io it ' as don gale! 
1, . Theſe are the: very, wordscof /the Declaration which was 
ſignd-and delivered too by-the Perfons above-mentioned, 
ſo that we have: :reafon to look upon it ' as their owg 
AQt and Deed : And. muſt: therefore beg leave to. be re- 
ſolved 4in-onms Point, and-thatis, By what !Aathority their 
Lordſhips. did -this 21) And: I:cannot Tuppoſe, they will fay 
.it was done. by'\aty Deputation from: King: Pg any 
Power .they derived+from thim ;: ſo then'ir _—_— 
it 4n their own right. - And--if fo, ''tis'-pretty indifferent 
to me whether King Fames diſſerted © or no; for let them 
take which fide they pleaſe, either will do my buſine(s, 
For if they - wall -own - the. / Diſfertipn, 'they'(yield "rhe 
. Point. , we: have - allthis | while contended | for ;- but if 
they. derip. that,” and fay that King James 'was at that 
time. atually their King, then: I - perceive chat Subjects 
may . preſcribe--to;-. nay, farce: their Kings vs do-their 
Duty. - But 'what- becomes--of: Paſſive Obedience all this 
while I , wonder > For here-we find: our good Biſhops 
not ,only applauding, - but -joining with, -and aſſiſting 'that 
very Perſon whom their King-Fames.called an Invader;and 
whoſe very Errand hither, as: they themſelves at thav time 
very, well kaew,: was only: to:redch him? better Behavior. 
. And how they can avoid one of theſe. Conſequences (for 
we. may allow- them their choice); J\\tnuſb confeſs 'T can- 
not very: well ſee ; For the involuntary. Return which King 
James did make to. London, does ' not; in | my Conceir, 
muctralter the matter, -uolefs we: will-atiow Kings toi ph 
at Boe-peep with their Government; and: now 5 will Be 
ſcen, and-now they —— But I hope: the PexfonsT was 
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C14) 
atthough 'ris poſſible m_— may. have ſaffer'd” by 'th# 
Peoples Encroachments'upon the Royal Prerogative, yet t6 
fay, That a Government can ſuffer.in no other, Inſtance, 
would” be fufl 'as abfyrd'as'to' fay, That '2' Man can be 
- Morrally wounded mo where'but in his| Head * But we' are 
fure thete are parts in our Body as fatal to be-ronch'd as'the 
Brain it ſelf; 'and therefore ought to be puiatded' wirh' 6 
qual care: And-in all well-orderd Commonwealths the 
Rights of the SubjeCts ought to be as Sacred as thoſe of the 
Soveraign.: Or elſe we ſhould invert the very End and De- 
fign' of Government in its firſt Inſtitytion ; which certain- 
ly was'noteredted only for the agrandiſing one fingle Perſon 
-or” Family; but was intended for the Safety of the whole : 
Therefore in thoſe Caſes we are -not tied up to the 'Rigour 
and Words of a Law: ' For if the Moral Equity, and the De- 
ſign of 'the Commandment, is better obſerv'd by breaking 
the Letter off it, "ris furely very” lawful, nay, 'our Duty 
todo it.” 'And"rhis holding in Divine, muſt by a" frog 
RReaxſon Re _ by the ae xeptsof 
"the Decalogue it Tf 'have been, and are frequently dil peniſet] 
"with, a Pthat by God's permiſfion : 'As* for inſtante, \The 
-preat Commandment'6f 'the' Sab5ath, although fo URntial 
-a part of 'theFewi/h Law and Service, that one calls it;!7he 
"very Sdcrament of the Worſhip of the Trae God, the Greatir 
"of Heaven and Earth, in oooitie to Idolatry. - Whether it 
deferyes'that'Title, ornd; I know not ;- yet- F think 1 me 
"vary propaty {tile it,” he ' Diſt ingaiſhing 'Charatter of - the 
"Jewj}Þ Church; atid that it is a Precept which is the ofteſt 
repeared;" 'more Promiſes made'to the Obſervers of it; and 
- more Judgments threaten'd tothe Breakers of it, than to all 
the 6ther Commands of the Law': So that T ſhould make 
-this fwWHF to a Volime, ſhould T rranſcribe all the Texts 
/ whettin the Qbſervarion of 'the Sabbath: is enjoyn'd.. -And 


"yer, f6rall thit2God ſeenis'/to tay fo particuldre Gn 
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Commandment, you ſee our Saviour blames the Jews 
or adhering ſo ſtrily. to the Letter of it, for the faving 
of 'the Life of an Ox or Aſs, , was to be preferr'd before their 
Obedjence-to it; - But waving all thoſe Inſtances which our 
Saviour gives us in the Goſpel, wherein the Fews themſelves 
did break the- Sabbath, and were blameleſs : I ſhall inſiſt 
only on. one Story, in. the Maceatees, which is pretty much. 
to. this purpoſe, - 1. ac... beginning at the 31, Verſe, where 
we have the Reſaven of the Fate. of thoſe. poor miſtaken 
Tews,. who, for tear of prophaning the Sabbath, would not 
ſo much as ſtop the Paſſages againſt their Enemies, but, let 
them come in, and kill them tamely, without, ſtriking a, 
ftroke.. Bus Matiathias and: his Sons, rag as t Lon 
lots for-the Law as any,we read of, yet xk, eadhr-and 
ſtand that Point better; and in. wer. 41. tis ſaid, At that 
time therefore they. decreed, ſay: Whoſoever all come to 
wake battle with us on the Sabbath day, we will fight againſt 
him ;.. #either will we die all, as our brethren that were mur- 
dorud in.the ſecret places; which was furely a lawful, as 
wellas, Reſolution. And truly juſt ſuch wiſe Mar- 


rs ſhould we have been to the Fifth Commandmen*, as 
7 


y were to the Fourth, had we purſued the Notion of 
Paſſrve Obedience ſo far as ſome would have had us; by 

ich. we ſhould have betray'd both; our Religion and our 
Friends, and at once have render'd our felyes the Prey and. 
Fynats of our Enemies: Fer we are not to think that God 
Almighty. will work Miracles for the, maintaining of our 
* fanciful Ofinions and Comments on his Law:. For if we 
will lay. Neceſlities: on our ſelves, and. chule DeſtruQion 
when he allows means of Eſcape, it is but reaſonable we 
ſhould. periſh : For that,. generally ſpeaking, is his methnd, 
asto.this, Worſd,. as well ,as to the next... We muſt do our 
part to fave our ſelves, or he will never help us; There 
mult be the: Sword of, Gidgos, as well as the 594 of the 
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it is ſo reaſonable a thing to give Security to that. Govern: 
ment from which they receive Protection, that no Sect re- 
fuſes doing it after ſome way or other: And if . the ad 
ſhops do really ſtumble at the Oath, yet 'ris poſſible for 
them to contrive ſomeother way of binding themſelves as 
firm, and giving as good ſecurity to the Government, as if 
they had taken that. But 'tis their part to propoſe it, for 
they are not to expect that rhe Parliament ſhould be proje- 
ing ways to evade their own Laws, or offer Relief to 
thole Grievances that were never complain'd of to them : 
The Biſhops know the way, and alſo know their Right of 
Petitioning ; which makes ſome people ſafpeR, that they 
had not ſo much to ſay for their refuſing the Oaths, asthey 
had for the Declaration ; or elſe they would not have been 
ſo wanting tothemtfelves, as not to have done it before now, 
unleſs the negle& proceed from a worſe Principle," that of 
the ſlighting and deſpiſing the Goyeromeat it ſel And 
they cannot more effecually clear themſelves from that 
Imputation, than .by propoſing ſomething that may be e- 
quivalent to the Oath, and conſequently as good Security 
to the Government : Whichif refuſed, they will then have 
ſomething to ſay for themſelves, and may lawfully com- 
plain. But I believe, Sir, that you have reaſon to think it 
would be accepted if ofter'd; and at a venture dare pro- 
miſe: them your Vote; for the Author of this Letter is 
not the only one that has wiſh'd ſome Expedient might be 
found out, that thoſeexcellent Perſons might continue 1n the 

Station they ſo well became. | | 
The reſt of the Letter is anly Panegyrick of the Biſhops, 
and a Prophecy of the Reſentment that the whole Nation 
is to expreſs when the Sentence comes to Deprivation : Agd 
as to the Excomium. he makes of them, I ſhould be very well 
pleaſed with it in the Pofetive ez but Compariſons, they 
lay, are odious: But why gy ſhould be advanced to the 
Su> 
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Sapertitive , only Tor not oll's the Oaths, I do not {6 
wW 


[underſtand ; for we have Two of the farnots Sever, 
who tay pretend to'ss great Metit as any, for I amiſure they 
ſtffered as much as the other Five needed to have done ; and 
I think donot deſerve the leſs fromthe Nation, becauſe they 
have not made a Fa&ion and Schiſm in it, as the others 
have, nor been the occaſion of the expence of ſo much Trea- 
ſure and Blood too. For whatever obligation we in England 
may have to them, IT doubt the poor /ri/h Proteſtants have 
not fo; for I believe you, and a great many in your Houſe, 
are fatisfied, That if the Church of Enz/and had unanimouſly 
come in to King W/liam at ftrſt, fo that he could have ſent 
his Army over while the Proteſtants in /reland had been 
in 4 condition to have aſſiſted them, chat Kingdom had 
been reduced long ago ; and conſequently ſo ma- 
ny Lives faved as it has, and will coſt to do it now. 

But this is not a Subje&t for me to inſiſt on, tho it de- 
ſerves their conſideration : But I perceive the Author 
thinks there is no falling from Grace ;-elſe he would not 
have concluded that after one Eminent good AR, it was 
impoſſible for them to do an ill. It would indeed be very 
happy if one generous piece of Piety would render one in- 
fallible ever after ; but I fear the rule will fail, though 
T heartily wiſh it may not in thoſe Reverend Perſons, for 
whom I have as great and true a Veneration as any body 
can pretend to. But in cafe they ſhould think fit to pre- 
fer Quiet and Privacy, before Profit and State ; and ad- 
hering to their own humour, before ſerving God and the 
Church in the places they ſo well filld; if I fay they 
ſhould think fit to do this, I cannot fuppoſe. thoſe diſmal 
conſequences muſt neceſſarily follow that this Author fore- 
tels: for I fear the d garner of the People do not fo 
much value true worth, as to be concerned for what good 
Men faffer, if they themſelves are at eaſe, and in fatety, 


But 
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But good words coft nothing, and they can- eaſily afford 
them, that will not do any thing- more to-ſerve either 
King or Biſhop: Which may be one reaſon why both have 
been ſo out in their computation. For Kitng James making 
his Muſters by his Addreſſes, I'm fare reckon'd without 
his Hoſt : and I fancy the Biſhops have been a little our in 
their Count too, as to the numbers of the Clergy that 


would refuſe the Oaths; as 'tis poſſible this Author may 


be in his. But indeed where the diſſenting Biſhops are 
the whole Church, a very ſmall Party may by the ſame 
reaſon be the whole Nation ; and both contained in a 
good honeſt Conventicle. Nay, for any thing 1 know, 
at the rate ſome men talk, both Church and Nation may 
in a few years be reduced, as the Church of the Donatifts 
was, to one ſingle Perſon. But I do not deſire to be a 
Prophet in that point, for I do from my Soul wiſh that 
we may be all united as in one Faith, ſo in one Commu- 
nion ; that we may with one Heart, and one Mouth : 
Praiſe God, and Pray for our King,, whom God has. been 
pleaſed to make the (zlorious Inſtrument of the greateſtDehi- 
verance that ever yet happened to the Reformed Church. 
And truly it does ſeem as ſtrange to me, that any body 
that calls himſelf a Church of Zng/and Man doth not both 
ſee and acknowledge that, as it does to this Author to 
think that the great Aſſertors of the Proteſtant Religion 
and Engliſh Liberties ſhould be Suſpended, and Deprived. 
But the latrer is ſtill in their own choice, and let them but 
qualify themſelves for Their Majeſties Favour, by corh- 
plying with the Law, and I do not queſtion but they ſhall 
receive ſuch marks of it, as ſhall be proportionable even to 
their Merits. Which I do think as great as any body can 
pretend to, but without_ admitting the Doctrine of Com- 
penſation, I cannot fay that the Sepererogating in one point 


of the Law ſhould give one Licenſe to break another : For 
C 2 St, 
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St. James tells: us, Chap. 2. 10. That whoſoever ſhall kee 
the ' whole "Law, aud yet "offend in one paint, is guilty, of 
And I ſuppoſe this - holds in Humane as well as Ta the 
Divine Law.” Therefore unleſs they do: think fit to com- 
ply,/Tcannothelp ic though the Law do look upon them 
as Criminals, though I muſt always admire their Perſonal 
| Endowments, and particular qualificat'ons 'for Govern- 
merit, which makes it fo deſirable they ſhould keep their 
Stations. But if they think fir'to- deprive the Church of 
their further Service; (for after all the exclamation that 
is, or can be. made againſt it, 'tis apparently their own 
doings, becauſe their choice) although: the Proverb, That 
ſeldom” comes a better, may be very likely to hold ia their 
Caſe, yet I do not think there is ſo great a ſcarcity of 
Worthy Men in the Church, but that it may be poſlible 
to find out four of five'as good, who may be able toſup- 
ply, even their places, ws, come up to their pitch. Of 
which: the two laſt Vacancies is a convincing inſtance to 
me ; for by that time thar the Dioceſles of Worceſter and 
Chichefttr arexhorooghly acquainted with their New Bi- 
thops, I do not believe they will think they have chan- 
ged much for the worſe; ' although the two Predeceſlors 
were as Eminent, and as good men, as ariy they have leſt 
- behind them. | 
But I! fear I have exceeded. the bounds of a Letter, tho 
I hope not thoſe of your Patience, for I queſtion not but 
you can' pardon a Fault to'which I was betray'd by my» 
obedience to your Commands; for all your deſires you 
know are ſo to, 


Dear Sir, 


Nov. 1. 89. 


" Tour moſt Aﬀettionate Friend, 


and Servant. 


